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Welcome to St. Andrews Lutheran Church in San Mateo, CA and our online 
worship service. Please feel free to pause this video, you may want to have a lit 
candle in front of you. Materials you may want to have: bread/cracker/tortilla and 
wine/juice. Feel share this bulletin and this worship service with friends, family, or 
neighbors. 
 
“We welcome all people as children of God and invite them to participate fully in 
the life and ministry at St. Andrew’s regardless of age, race, gender, education, 
ethnic origin, marital or family status, cultural heritage, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, economic reality or diversity of ability. We resolve to be a church with 
open hearts, open minds, open doors and seeking to be reconciled to God and 
one another.” St. Andrews voted to be a Reconciling in Christ congregation that 
has a special welcome for the LGBQ+ community. 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
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Gathering Hymn  ELW #289 “Angels We have Heard on High”, verses 1-3 
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Apostolic Greeting 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: God calls us together to worship this morning. 

People: From our work and play within the world, God gathers us to give 
thanks for creation’s goodness, for the strength to labor, for the 
wisdom to relax. 
 

Leader:  From amidst our friends and family God brings us here to participate 
in a community of faith, Christ’s people, a new family. 
 

People: From everyday conversations, talk, and chatter, God invites us to 
engage one another in dialogue, to speak in truth from the depths 
of heart and mind, to pray freely. 

Leader: Let us heed God’s call and rejoice in what God enables. Welcome to 
worship. 
Glen E. Rainsley, Flames of the Spirit, p. 69 
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Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: Please join me in our confession. 

People:  O God, whose heart weeps at the disobedience and the suffering of 
any of your creatures, look with justice and mercy on the prominent trouble 
spots of your globe. Help us be champions of those who suffer poverty, 
dislocation, hunger, and disease. You be the chastisement of those who abuse 
innocent victims. Unerring judge of us all, forgive us our involvement in the sins 
of your people, whether it be by action direct or indirect. Renew in us the will to 
make peace and do justice that we may bring you delight, not tears. AMEN.  

Pastor:  God is even now giving us the gift of repentance. God is at work in 
the world. It is not we who hope, but God who hopes in us. 
KFK, WUMC, Flames of the Spirit, p. 114 and 116 
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Hymn of Praise  ELW #288 “Good Christen Friends Rejoice”, verses 1-3 

 

 



Online Bulletin – December 27, 2020 
First Sunday of Christmas 

 

 

6 

 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. O God, you gave us your 
Spirit to guide our path in faith and let us know that you are continually present in 
our lives. Help us to pause and see the wonder of each day you give us. Help us to 
pause and see your creation and marvel at the wind, rain, sunrise and growing 
plants and trees. We praise your name. AMEN.  

First Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples;  
but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and God’s glory will appear over you.  
3 Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

they all gather together, they come to you;  
your sons shall come from far away, 

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn    ELW #283“O Come, All Ye Faithful”, verses 1-4 
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Psalm 150 (Read responsively) 
 
1 Praise the LORD! 
  Praise God in the Lord’s sanctuary; 
    praise God in God’s mighty firmament! 
2 Praise God for the Lord’s mighty deeds; 
    praise God according to the Lord’s surpassing greatness! 
3 Praise God with trumpet sound; 
    praise God with lute and harp! 
4 Praise God with tambourine and dance; 
    praise God with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise God with clanging cymbals; 
    praise God with loud clashing cymbals! 
6 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.      Praise the Lord!  
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The Holy Gospel  Luke 2:22-40 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     Glory to you, O God. 
 
Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn   ELW #300 “The First Noel”, verses 1-5
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Prayers of the People 

Let us pray. Most Gracious God, we recognize your gifts through the moving 
strains of music, through a smile and a tear, a sigh and a shout, through laughter 
and weeping, in spoken word, and in silence. We are grateful for all that you give 
us.  

We pray for the church, sometimes triumphant and present, while at other times, 
silent and distant. Sometimes we are together and at-one, uniting the diverse 
cultures of our world. We lift up the times when we are able to serve those in 
need and challenge ourselves to think of others as we make 
decisions. Help our congregation and our worldwide church to be your hands and 
feet in the world.  

We pray for those who are hungry, who are ill, who have no place to call their 
own. Give healing to those who are depressed, those who are isolated and those 
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who have too many aches and pain to count. We have particular concerns that lie 
heavy on our hearts. We name them now either aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts...Receive these prayers spoken to you, O God. In the name of Jesus we 
pray. AMEN.  

Sharing of the Peace  
 
Pastor:    Peace of the Lord be with you.  
Congregation:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us share that peace with one another. (PEACE SIGN, 

BOW) 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 

May the gifts that we now offer up to God be a sign of our trust in God's promise 
of a new tomorrow, a better day, a sign that love and forgiveness have indeed 
found a way. AMEN. (CWE) 

Great Thanksgiving  p. 144 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
Response:    And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
Response:    We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Response:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Pastor:    O Holy One: from your first handful of creative clay, you 
have loved and shaped your Creation. You have lovingly fed and nurtured us, 
giving us the gift of your Torah, and the challenging guidance of your prophets.  

You sent the treasure of your only child, Jesus, as a guide, model and witness. By 
his faithfulness even to death, he became our Savior.  

When you showed us that the power of death has been broken in his 
resurrection, you gave us the gift of your Holy Spirit to call, gather and enlighten 
us in the communion of Saints.  

Words of Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. After supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you, and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Drink this and 
remember me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 
 
Our Father who art in heaven  
 hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory,  
 forever and ever. AMEN 
 
Holy Communion 
 
Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. AMEN.  

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banquet table 
with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your 
Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one 
another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. AMEN.  
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Sending Hymn   ELW #296“What Child is This?”, verses 1-3 
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Dismissal 
 
Pastor:   Go in Peace. Share the Good News! 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 


