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Our Welcome Statement
“We welcome all people as children of God and invite them to participate fully in the life and
ministry at St. Andrew’s regardless of age, race, gender, education, ethnic origin, marital or
family status, cultural heritage, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic reality or
diversity of ability. We resolve to be a church with open hearts, open minds open doors and
seeking to be reconciled to God and one another.”
Items needed for worship:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Lit candle
Bread and wine/juice for communion
Two candles to light during Silent Night at the end of worship
Matches

Prelude
Welcome
Lighting of Advent Wreath and Christ Candle
Pastor:
Congregation:

Who has come?
Jesus has come!
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Entrance Hymn Red Hymnal #283 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, verses 1-3
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Apostolic Greeting
Pastor:
Congregation:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Dialogue (Read responsively)
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
Unison:

Tonight, on Christmas Eve, we kneel with families all over the earth in the
presence of the Most High.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
As we have been blessed by light, let us enlighten others.
As we have been found, let us seek out the lost.
As we have been liberated, let us set the captives free.
For to us a child is born, One whom God sends to bring peace and light,
freedom and reconciliation. Thanks be to God. AMEN

Flames of the Spirit, Ruth C. Duck, p. 20

Prayer of the Day
Leader:
O God, it is amazing that you came to live among us on earth. We marvel that
you sent your son to be born in a humble stable. The story of Jesus' birth is exciting and at the
same time it is awe-inspiring. In the quiet moments of this day we can contemplate the great
love that you have for us in sending a Son to teach us, love us and show us a radical way to live.
Help us to care and love all of your children as Jesus did. AMEN. (CWE Dec. 2014)
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Lesson 1 (Read responsively)

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
2

This is the Word of the Lord.
St. Andrew’s Bell Choir

Thanks be to God.
“Gloria!” arr. by Dan R. Edwards
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Lesson 2 (The Message)

Titus 2:11-14

God’s readiness to give and forgive is now public. Salvation’s available for everyone! We’re
being shown how to turn our backs on a godless, indulgent life, and how to take on a Godfilled, God-honoring life. This new life is starting right now, and is whetting our appetites for
the glorious day when our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, appears. He offered himself as a
sacrifice to free us from a dark, rebellious life into this good, pure life, making us a people he
can be proud of, energetic in goodness.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Holy Gospel

Glory to you, O God.
Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Response: Thanks be to God.
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Red Hymnal #277 “Away in a Manger”, verses 1-2

Children’s Message
Sermon
Silence for Reflection

Pastor Connie Winter-Eulberg
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Hymn of the Day Red Hymnal #279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, verses 1 and 3
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Prayers of the People
Let us Pray.
Leader: Loving God, you have come to us, not with great signs and wonders, but in a baby who
became a humble carpenter. You took on human form, not with the trappings of power and
might, but among folk who fasted, prayed, and gave thanks in the midst of their poverty.
Our world is struggling right now God. We are hurting and grieving during this pandemic. Thank
you for the gifts and resources of our scientists, researchers and health professionals who have
been diligently working for a vaccine. We are grateful for the engineers who help us keep the
vaccines at the correct temperatures and for the ship captains, pilots, train engineers and truck
drivers who deliver the vaccines to the world.
We give to you all who are ill, grieving, depressed, without food, shelter, medicine, or
healthcare. We pray out loud or in the quiet of our hearts for those people who need God’s
care. (Pause for verbal petitions.) Grant that you may hear and respond with your wisdom, O
God. Amen.
Lavon Bayler/Connie Winter-Eulberg, reprinted by permission of the publisher from Flames of the Spirit, ed.
Ruth C. Duck © 1985 by The Pilgrim Press.

Sharing of the Peace
Leader:
Congregation:
Leader:
Offering

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share that peace with one another.
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Red Hymnal #267 “Joy to the World”, verses 1-2

12
Offering Prayer
Thank you, God of love, for the promise of this season. We are grateful for the generosity
aroused in us by Christ’s coming into the world. May these gifts represent a new spirit of joyous
sharing among us, for the sake of all your children everywhere. AMEN.
Red Hymnal #270 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”, verse 1
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Eucharistic Prayer
O God, you made a covenant with Abraham and you lived up to that agreement. You led the
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt through the desert with a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of
cloud by day. You blessed your people with food and water and led them to the Promised Land.
You gifted them with children and ways to sustain them and their families. You sent prophets
to guide them. When they didn’t listen to your prophets, you send your Son to teach us, feed
us, heal us and forgive us. This gift continues to be powerful down throughout all of our
generations. Your healing power and might have brought us through times of grief and terror
and your compassion has gifted us with joy and hope. Your generous love sustains us. AMEN
(CEW Dec 2016)
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, blessed it, and
gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Eat of this in
remembrance of me.” After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and for all people, for the
forgiveness of sins. Drink of this, in remembrance of me.”
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The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. AMEN
Holy Communion
Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. AMEN.
Post Communion Prayer
Leader: Let us pray.
We give thanks, O God, that you have come to us through Jesus Christ, both in the midst of time
and history in the city of Bethlehem, and in the timeless presence of Christ’s Spirit as we receive
the gifts of bread and wine. Send us out into the world rejoicing, ready to share your love with
the people we meet; through the grace of Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Rebecca A. Ferguson/Ruth C. Duck. Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Flames of the Spirit, ed. Ruth
C. Duck © 1985 by The Pilgrim Press
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THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S LIGHT
Please gather your candles and light them during Silent Night.
Sharing Christ’s Light “Silent Night”, verses 1-3

16
Benediction
Follow the light of hope’s guiding star. Seek the child.
Listen to the words of a heavenly host. Find the child.
Offer as gifts the best that you have. Serve the child.
Peace be among us. God be with us. AMEN.
Glen Rainsley, reprinted by permission of the publisher from Flames of the Spirit, ed. Ruth C. Duck © 1985 by
The Pilgrim Press.

Sending Hymn Red Hymnal #290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”, verses 1-3
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Dismissal
Leader:
Congregation

Go in peace. Share the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

The poinsettias hav e been giv en to the gl ory o f
God by the fol l owing peopl e:
M ag g ie T im eu s
C h ris T e lle en
Jo a n ne Jen so n
B a rry D ix o n
S te ph a n ie a nd Allan Ce n ig lio

