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Welcome to St. Andrews Lutheran Church in San Mateo, CA and our online 
worship service. Please feel free to pause this video, you may want to have a lit 
candle in front of you. Feel share this bulletin and this worship service with 
friends, family, or neighbors. 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 
“We welcome all people as children of God and invite them to participate fully in 
the life and ministry at St. Andrew’s regardless of age, race, gender, education, 
ethnic origin, marital or family status, cultural heritage, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, economic reality or diversity of ability. We resolve to be a church with 
open hearts, open minds, open doors and seeking to be reconciled to God and 
one another.” St. Andrews voted to be a Reconciling in Christ congregation that 
has a special welcome for the LGBQ+ community. 
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Gathering Hymn ELW #502“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” vs 1, 3-5 
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Confession/Forgiveness 
 
Pastor: Too often our hearts are cold and without gratitude.  Too often our hands 
are passive and unwilling to carry out acts of mercy.  Too often our lips are pursed 
tightly, unwilling to speak words of love.  Too often we are indeed separated and 
alienated from our better self, separated and alienated from God. Let us confess 
our separation as we join together in the prayer of confession. (Flames of the Spirit, pg. 

72 By Richard Eick) 

  
People: Caring and compassionate Creator, we enter this place set apart for 
your worship, knowing that we have failed to see you in other places. We have 
ignored your beauty around us, in earth and sky, in plants and creatures, in the 
people who surround us. We have chosen to live more by our fears than by our 
faith, to be weighed down by what we do not have, rather than rejoicing in your 
gifts to us.  In these moments together, draw us so close that we cannot help 
but know everyday that you are with us, wherever we go. Enlarge our capacity 
to care, so we may see you in all whom we meet. In Jesus name we pray. AMEN 
(Flames of the Spirit, pg. 74 By Lavon Bayler) 
  
Words of Assurance: 
 
Pastor:  Hear the good news! God has forgiven each one of us and calls us to take 
our parts in the drama of forgiveness and reconciling love.  Praise God, who 
accepts and uses our very human lives in the unfolding story of new life! AMEN 
(Flames of the Spirit, pg. 81 By Ruth Duck) 
 
Greeting 
 
May the raindrops fall lightly upon your brow 

May the soft winds refresh your spirit, 

 

May the sunshine brighten your heart, 

May the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you  

And may God enfold you in the mantle of God’s love. 

  



Online Celtic Worship – May 17, 2020 
 

 4 

Hymn of Praise ELW #723 “Canticle of Turning” 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, sometimes when we pray, we utter the words 
But we do not feel or think them. 
Sometimes when we pray, we utter the words, 
Thinking about what we say, but not feeling. 
Sometimes when we pray, we utter the words, 
And we both think and feel what we say. 
 
An act of will cannot make us feel, 
Nor stop our minds from wandering, 
An act of will can only make us utter. 
So I shall utter the words, 
And let the spirit do the rest, 
Guiding our hearts and minds as she wills. AMEN. 
 
First Reading Acts 17:22-31 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. 
 
For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 
I found among them an altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
 
The God who made the world and everything in it, God who is Lord of heaven and 
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earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 
 
nor is God served by human hands, as though God needed anything, since God 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
 
From one ancestor God made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and allotted 
the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 
 
so that they would search for God and perhaps grope and find God--though 
indeed God is not far from each one of us. 
 
For 'In God we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own 
poets have said, 'For we too are God’s offspring.' 
 
Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
 
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now God commands all 
people everywhere to repent, 
 
because God has fixed a day on which to have the world judged in righteousness 
by one whom God has appointed, and of this God has given assurance to all by 
raising Jesus from the dead." 
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Psalm 66:8-20 (Read responsively) 
 

Bless our God, O peoples, 
    let the sound of God’s praise be heard, 
9 who has kept us among the living, 
    and has not let our feet slip. 
10 For you, O God, have tested us; 
    you have tried us as silver is tried. 
11 You brought us into the net; 
    you laid burdens on our backs; 
12 you let people ride over our heads; 
    we went through fire and through water; 
    yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 

13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 
    I will pay you my vows, 
14 those that my lips uttered 
    and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings, 
    with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 
    I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
    and I will tell what God has done for me. 
17 I cried aloud to God, 
    and the Lord was extolled with my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
    the Lord would not have listened. 
19 But truly God has listened; 
     the Lord has given heed to the words of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, 
    because God has not rejected my prayer 
    or removed God’s steadfast love from me. 
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Second Reading  I Peter 3:13-22 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
 
But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense 
to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 
 
yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. 
 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to 
suffer for doing evil. 
 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 
 
in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
 
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
saved through water. 
 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you--not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, 
 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
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Gospel Acclamation  ELW #174 “Celtic Alleluia” 
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The Holy Gospel  John 14:15-21 
 
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
 
And I will ask the Father, and God will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 
 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
nor knows the Spirit. You know the Spirit, because the Spirit abides with you, and 
will be in you. 
 
"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
 
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I 
live, you also will live. 
 
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them." 

Sermon  
by Pastor Katy Grindberg, Assistant to the Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod 
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Sermon Hymn ELW #798 “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People (CWE April 2020) 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God, we thank you for the blessings of this day – for the weather, for friends and 
family, for our opportunities to connect by phone, snail mail and online. Holy One, 
we know that one of our tasks is to understand what you want for our lives and 
how to live a life that reflects your love for us. 
  
We know that you are a powerful healer.  We ask this day that you heal all those: 
who are ill and those in hospitals 
who are in jail or in prison 
who are in nursing homes and care centers 
who are without a job during this time of sheltering at home 
who are underpaid or without a job 
who are in poverty and don’t see a way out 
who are without food and shelter 
and those who are filled with anxiety and fear. 
  
We pray now especially for: (We pray aloud or in the silence of our hearts for 
people and situations in need of God’s healing and care.) 
  Give us the courage to change what we can in life. 
  Give us the peace to live a life without violence in any form. 
  Give us love so that we can share that love with all whom we meet. AMEN  
 
Sharing of the Peace  
 
Pastor:    Peace of the Lord be with you.  
Congregation:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us share that peace with one another. (Place hand 

on your heart.) 
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Offering 
*I invite you to donate your offering to St. Andrews by sending in a check. You can 
also donate by PayPal or through our website. To contribution through PayPal, 
click on the heart on the homepage of our website. Or you can contact our 
administrative assistant, Marjorie Goodwin, at the office to setup one-time and 
reoccurring contributions through our vendor – Vanco, using your checking or 
savings account. Thank you for your contribution to the ministry of our church 
and the outreach that we do. Your support helps fund the ELCA ministries of 
Federal Chaplains, Faith and Science, Ethnic specific and multicultural ministries, 
New Starts. All contributions are appreciated’. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
In every place, in every moment, God is present with us. 
God was present with Abraham and Sarah when God created a covenant with 
them. God was with Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah and Rachel as they 
traveled their journey of faith. God was with Moses when the Israelites left Egypt 
and journeyed in the desert. God was with Esther when she saved her people.  
God came to live among us, to heal us, teach us and love us. Jesus died and rose 
again to us that death is not the last word—that God brings life everlasting. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  Bunessan (Gaelic Melody)
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Words of Institution 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Holy Communion  Special Music: WOV #778 “O Christ, the Same” 
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Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray together. 
 
God, source of strength and health, may this meal inspire love in our hearts, and 
keep alive your memory and your promise. May this meal provoke a longing for 
truth in us that we will never be satisfied until the whole earth experiences your 
justice and peace. Let us share this bread and wine as Jesus taught us, knowing 
that our lives are forever changed by this and every breaking of bread. In the 
Holy name of Jesus. AMEN (pg. 51 More Than Words, Janet Schaffran and Pat 
Kozak) 
 
Sending Hymn ELW #765 “Lord of All Hopefulness” 
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Benediction 
 
Christ of the pilgrim path 
     and of every pilgrim heart — 
Who reveals the divine self 
     in situations we would rather pass by. 
Give you strength and courage 
     to be a risk-taker 
     willing to take the unexpected path 
     for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Leader:   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
Congregation:  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
Postlude 


	Sermon

